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PREFACE

In today’s inter-dependent and inter-linked world, connectivity is gaining growing importance at
national, regional, inter-regional, and global levels. This trend is especially evident in Asia and
Europe which, over 2,000 years ago, were connected by the ancient Silk Road. Various initiatives
have been launched in recent years within, and between, the two regions to promote connectivity
in multiple dimensions, ranging from infrastructure and trade to digital and human connectivity.
Among them are the Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity, the EU’s Trans-European Networks,
China’s “One Belt, One Road” Initiative, and others.

Indeed, with the rapidly growing flow of goods, services, capital, information and personnel
between Asia and Europe, connectivity has not only become a buzzword, but an emerging

area for cooperation between the two regions. At the 10" Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Summit
(ASEM10) in 2014 in Milan, Italy, Asian and European leaders “underscored the significance of
connectivity between the two regions to economic prosperity and sustainable development and
to promoting free and seamless movement of people, trade, investment, energy, information,
knowledge and ideas, and greater institutional linkages.”

At the 3" ASEM Transport Ministers’ Meeting (ASEM TMM3) in April 2015 in Riga, Latvia, the
ASEM partners committed themselves to strengthening transport connectivity between Asia and
Europe, with an emphasis on the development of multimodal transport corridors to connect the
two continents.?

The 11%" ASEM Summit (ASEM11), which will be held in July 2016 in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia,
has chosen 20 Years of ASEM: Partnership for Future through Connectivity as its theme. The
outcome of ASEM11 will undoubtedly further enhance the public awareness of connectivity, and
usher in new opportunities for potential cooperation between Asia and Europe.

As ASEM’s only inter-governmental institution mandated to foster mutual understanding, and to
strengthen the ties between Asia and Europe, the Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF) has actively
promoted people-to-people connectivity between the two regions since its inception in 1997.
Against the new backdrop, ASEF endeavours to facilitate ASEM-wide dialogue and cooperation
on connectivity by engaging with multi-sectoral stakeholders, particularly civil society, from

both regions in open discussions on the topic. On the occasion of ASEM’s 20™ anniversary and
ASEM11, ASEF dedicates one of its flagship publications, the ASEF Outlook Report 2016/2017,
to the topic of Asia-Europe connectivity.

1 Chair's Statement of the 10" ASEM Summit (ASEM10), “Responsible Partnership for Sustainable Growth and Security”,
available at http://www.aseminfoboard.org/sites/default/files/documents/2014_-_ASEM10_-_Chair_Statement.pdf.

2 “Declaration of the 3rd ASEM Transport Ministers’ Meeting (ASEM TMM3) on the Development of Euro-Asian Multimodal
Transport Connectivity”, available at http://www.aseminfoboard.org/events/3rd-asem-transport-ministers-meeting-asem-
tmm3.
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Launched in 2012, the biennial ASEF Outlook Report has sought to reflect the latest trends in
Asia-Europe relations, from both an Asian and European perspective. The third edition of the
ASEF Outlook Report features an overview and analysis of both the hard and soft aspects of
connectivity in the Asia-Europe context. A group of scholars and experts from ASEM countries
has contributed the content. Similar to the previous two editions, the ASEF Outlook Report
2016/2017 consists of two volumes; Volume | presents data illustrating the status of Asia-
Europe connectivity in various spheres, and Volume Il is devoted to qualitative research papers
on the past, present, and future development of Asia-Europe connectivity.

In short, the ASEF Outlook Report 2016/2017 attempts to explore two questions that are highly
relevant to the ASEM process. First, where do Asia and Europe stand in terms of connectivity?
Second, what can ASEM do to advance Asia-Europe connectivity? ASEF hopes that this
publication can enrich and add value to the ongoing discussions among the ASEM stakeholders
on Asia-Europe connectivity, and provide a useful reference point for ASEM policy makers.

On behalf of ASEF, | sincerely thank His Excellency, Mr PUREVSUREN Lundeg, Foreign Minister

of Mongolia, for contributing the foreword to this ASEF Outlook Report. My gratitude also goes to
the authors and my colleagues at ASEF for their valuable contribution to this publication.

£ 3

Ambassador ZHANG Yan
Executive Director
Asia-Europe Foundation (ASEF)
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FOREWORD

As the Foreign Minister of Mongolia, the host country of the 11" Asia-Europe Meeting Summit
(ASEM11), it gives me great pleasure to address the readers of the Asia-Europe Foundation’s
ASEF Outlook Report 2016/2017. In today’s increasingly complex world, dialogue is needed
more than ever. This is the reason why Mongolia joined ASEM and decided to organise the next
Summit in Ulaanbaatar in order to make our nation’s own modest contribution to the ASEM
process.

As a Mongolian, | am truly pleased that the ASEM Summit will take place in Mongolia for the first
time, in a nation that both geographically and historically has been a bridge between the two
oldest continents. As the former Prime Minister of Italy Mario Monti said: “The first free trade
zone was established by the Mongol Empire.” There is plenty of recorded historical evidence to
support his statement. It was during the Yuan dynasty, established by the Mongols, when the
famous Venetian merchant Marco Polo, accompanied by his fellow brothers, discovered Asia for
the Europeans. It was during those days when the Mongol horse, Urtuu, or the horse relay system
of Asia and Europe truly and efficiently connected the vast lands ranging from the Pacific Ocean
to the shores of the Black and Adriatic seas. Historians today argue that the speed and efficiency
of the Mongol horse relay system of the 13" century is equivalent to the 215 century Internet.

One cannot talk about ASEM without touching upon the concept of connectivity that has
become the buzzword of ASEM meetings. Mongolia approaches this concept in its broadest
interpretation. Connectivity in the ASEM framework encompasses not only tangible or physical
infrastructure links between the two continents, which include rail, highway, air and maritime
routes, but also much wider links ranging from cultural, educational, spiritual and even
philosophical interaction between Asia and Europe. Despite some harsh, critical views on Asia-
Europe connections nowadays, the achievements in this regard should not be undervalued
and belittled. Compared to 20 years ago, Asia and Europe enjoy a much greater degree of
connectivity thanks to conscious and intentional efforts made by ASEM partners.

From the beginning, the ASEM process aspired towards building a platform for information

dialogue, and this has been reaffirmed at a number of ASEM meetings, mostly recently at the
12t ASEM Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (ASEM FMM12, 5-6 November 2015, Luxembourg) and
the ASEM Symposium on the Future Direction of ASEM (30 March 2015, Bangkok, Thailand).

The challenge lies in how to strike the right balance. We need to try to keep ASEM as a platform
for informal dialogue, yet at the same time seek productivity and beneficial results. ASEM is not a
negotiating body, nor should it be, as its mandate is not to tackle particular and concrete issues.
As an informal platform of dialogue, ASEM'’s value may lie in the fact that the issues that are not
appropriate to be discussed or debated at other international forums, can be considered.
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ASEM should be a platform of dialogue, not only between governments, but also between
business communities, civil society, academia, youth and other stakeholders from Asia and
Europe. We are truly pleased to see the continuation of ASEM-related meetings and activities
involving various groups from both continents and applaud the role played by ASEF in this regard.
Mongolia also supports ASEM’s principle of consensus and inclusiveness, and believes that
these principles must be safeguarded and continued.

Mongolia believes that informal dialogue and the free exchange of views are the most important
values of the ASEM process. In this context, the format of retreat sessions has gained even
greater importance. There are enough international public forums where world leaders and other
stakeholders meet; however these forums often lack the space to provide opportunities for
meaningful dialogue.

Indeed, Mongolia would like to see ASEM used as a stepping stone that could ultimately lead

to solving the world’s most pressing issues and, in particular, the issues of primary importance
between Asia and Europe such as climate change, disaster reduction and risk management,
sustainable development, and water administration. Certainly, both sides need to see tangible
outcomes from ASEM meetings. However, it is impossible to achieve widely acceptable results
without the prior exchange of opinions. Some argue that meetings without concrete results

may potentially marginalise the ASEM process, as was the case with some other international
public forums. Mongolia is equally aware of this concern and will strive to do its utmost to host a
successful 2016 ASEM Summit.

The ASEM process rests firmly on three pillars: political, economic, and cultural. Mongolia values
these three pillars and also wishes to preserve their equality and importance. A platform of
dialogue based on unequal footing across these three pillars risks derailing the entire process.
In light of this, Mongolia would like to preserve ASEM in its present form, while seeking results
wherever possible.

ASEM is a platform for dialogue between two very different continents. In Europe, the continent’s
integration process has gained serious momentum, despite occasional and temporary setbacks.
Asian nations have faced a similar process, but as a whole the Asian continent has a fairly

long way to go. This, in turn, has an impact on Asian-European dialogue, giving its critics the
ammunition to criticise ASEM'’s perceived deficiencies. However, the last 20 years of ASEM has
produced successes that outweigh ASEM’s alleged failures.

This year ASEM will celebrate its 20" anniversary. As the chair of the ASEM working group for the
20" anniversary celebrations, Mongolia suggests that the celebratory activities take place in all
ASEM countries as it is a common celebration for all its partners. The highlight of ASEM’s 20"
anniversary falls on its 11" Summit in Ulaanbaatar and we are working on a special programme
to celebrate this momentous occasion.

Volume II: Connecting Asia and Europe



On the more substantive side of the 20" anniversary celebrations, it is a perfect time to reflect on
the achievements and lessons from the past two decades and seek to project the future. In this
regard, we value highly the results of the Bangkok seminar on the Future Direction of ASEM and
the study on the same subject commissioned by the European Union. As we celebrate the 20"
anniversary of ASEM, Mongolia is looking forward to its further expansion. As the next host for
the ASEM Summit, Mongolia actively participates in the ASEM-related activities. In May of 2015,
Mongolia successfully organised a seminar on renewable energy. In 2016, Mongolia will host and
organise a series of meetings and events under the ASEM umbrella leading up to the Summit.

I would like to conclude this article by saying that preparations for the 11" ASEM Summit in July
2016 are in full swing. We are determined to do our utmost to make this event special. We are

looking forward to welcoming you in Mongolia this year.

Bayarlalaa.t

Y

Mr PUREVSUREN Lundeg
Foreign Minister of Mongolia

1 “Thank you” in Mongolian.

ASEF Outlook Report 2016/2017



List of Abbreviations and Acronyms

10+1
APEC
ADB
AGMHP
AllIB
APAEC
APEC
ASEAN
ASEF
ASEM LLL Hub
ASEM ME
ASEM TMM3
ASEM
BCIM
CARIFORUM
CCl

CEM
CERC
CES
DAAD

DC

DCIM

DJF

DG ENERG
DNS
EAEC
EAEF

EC

EEAS
EHEA
EHEF

EIC

EITI

EIU

EPEG

EU

EU SHARE
FCO

FDI

FEU

FTA

GATT

GCl

ASEAN Plus China

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

Asian Development Bank

ASEAN-German Mini Hydro Project

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

ASEAN Plan for Energy Cooperation

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

Association of Southeast Asian Nations
Asia-Europe Foundation

ASEM Education and Research Hub for Lifelong Learning
Asia-Europe Meeting of the Ministers for Education
3rd ASEM Transport Ministers’ Meeting
Asia-Europe Meeting

Bangladesh - China - India - Myanmar

Forum of the Caribbean Group of African, Caribbean and Pacific States
Cultural and creative industries

Clean Energy Ministerial

Clean Energy Research Center

International Consumer Electronics Show

German Academic Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst)
Development Cooperation Instrument

Datacentre infrastructure management

Dutch Journalism Fund

Directorate General for Energy

Domain Name System

European Atomic Energy Community (or Euratom)
EC-ASEAN Energy Facility

European Commission

European External Action Service

European Higher Education Area

European Higher Education Fairs

East India Company

Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative
Economist Intelligence Unit

Euro-Persia Express Gateway

European Union

European Union Support to Higher Education in the ASEAN Region
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

Foreign direct investment

Forty-foot Equivalent Unit

Free Trade Agreement

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

DHL Global Connectedness Index

Volume II: Connecting Asia and Europe



GDP
GHG
GVC
IANA
ICAIS
ICANN
ICCPR
ICT
IEA
IFACCA
IG

IGF
ILO
IMF
loT

IP

IP
IPHE
IPR
ISP
ITER
ITU
LNG
LOR
LPI
LRE
LSCI
LULUCF
MEF
MERS
MFA
MGI
MHP
MIT OCW
MIT
MOOC
MOST
MOU
MPAC
NATO
NGL
NGO
NSI
OEA
OECD
OEl

Gross domestic product

Greenhouse gases

Global value chain

Internet Assigned Numbers Authority

International Charging Arrangements for Internet Services
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
Information and communications technology
International Energy Agency

International Federation of Arts Councils and Agencies
Internet Governance

Internet Governance Forum

International Labour Organization

International Monetary Fund

Internet of Things

Intellectual Property

Internet Protocol

International Partnership for the Hydrogen and Fuel Cells in the Economy
Intellectual property rights

Internet service provider

International Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor
International Telecommunication Union

Liquefied Natural Gas

Learning Object Repositories

Logistics Performance Index

Learning Resource Exchange

Liner Shipping Connectivity Index

Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry

Major Economics Forum

Middle East respiratory syndrome

Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Maastricht Globalisation Index

Mini Hydro Power

Massachusetts Institute of Technology OpenCourseWare
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Massive Open Online Course

Ministry of Science and Technology

Memorandum of Understanding

Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity

North Atlantic Treaty Organization

Natural Gas Liquid

Non-governmental organisation

Northern Sea Route

Open Education Area

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
Open Education Ideas

ASEF Outlook Report 2016/2017



OER Open Educational Resources

OIFC Overseas Indian Facilitation Centre

PAJ Europe Performing Arts Japan Programme for Europe

PDSF Policy Dialogues Support Facility

PPP Public Private Partnership

R&D Research and Development

RD&D Research, Development and Demonstration

READI Regional EU-ASEAN Dialogue Instrument

RES Renewable Energy Systems

RIR Internet registry

ROTACS Russian Optical Trans-Arctic Submarine Cable System
RSS Rich Site Summary

SARS Severe acute respiratory syndrome

SCO Shanghai Cooperation Organization

SEZ Special Economic Zone

SME Small and Medium Enterprises

SOM Senior Officials’ Meeting

SOME Senior Officials’ Meeting on Energy

TAGP Trans-ASEAN Gas Pipeline

TASIM Trans-Eurasian Information Super Highway

TCP Transmission Control Protocol

TEA Trans Europe-Asia

TEU Twenty-foot Equivalent Unit

TLD Top-level domain

TRIPS Trade-related aspects of intellectual property rights
UDHR Universal Declaration of Human Rights

UN United Nations

UNCTAD United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
UNESCAP United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
UPOU University of the Philippines Open University

USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

VAT Value-added tax

VOC Vereenigde Oost-Indische Compagnie (Dutch East India Company)
WCIT World Conference on International Telecommunications
WIPO World Intellectual Property Organization

WSIS World Summit on the Information Society

WTO World Trade Organization

WWW World Wide Web

Volume II: Connecting Asia and Europe



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This Volume Il of ASEF Outlook Report 2016/2017, CONNECTIVITY: Facts and Perspectives
presents different aspects of connectivity under five main areas: measuring connectivity;
digital connectivity; the economics of connectivity; connectivity in the media and culture; and
connectivity in education. This selection is also in line with ASEF’s thematic scope of work.

The Volume II: Connecting Asia and Europe begins with questioning what should be measured
to assess the level of connectedness. In Chapter 1.1, Are We That Globally Connected? Lessons
from the Many Connectivity Indices, Yvonne GUO and Thierry SCHWARZ pursue the question

by reviewing nine existing connectivity indices developed by leading business organisations,
research institutes and think tanks. Besides general trends across the indices, their analysis
reveals some substantial gaps in methodologies, as well as in our perception and interpretation
of connectivity. The authors argue that a significant shortcoming of the connectivity indices

is their failure to address the negative outcomes of connectivity, such as base international
emissions of greenhouse gases, systemic financial and monetary crises, epidemics, exploitation
of migrant workers, as well as losses in cultural diversity and biodiversity. The chapter concludes
with suggestions for an index measuring sustainable connectivity that includes both positive and
negative effects of connectivity.

The new digital technologies drive global social and economic developments at a different
pace, with different dimensions, from development in the pre-Internet era. Diplomacy is one

of the areas that not only benefits from connections facilitated by the Internet, but also faces
new types of risks derived from technological advancement. In Chapter 2.1, From Harmonising
Cyberpolicies to Promoting Twiplomacy: How Diplomacy Can Strengthen Asia-Europe’s Digital
Connectivity, Jovan KURBALIJA presents an analysis of the digital connectivity between Asia
and Europe, as seen from a diplomatic perspective. He first addresses the continued relevance
of geoeconomics and geopolitics in the Internet age and analyses the impact of the Internet on
political, social, and economic developments in Asia and Europe in particular. Then the chapter
examines digital policy and Internet governance issues with rich data that show how different
policy issues are tackled on diplomatic agendas. As “twiplomacy” is selected in the title of this
chapter, the author provides examples of the use of web and social media communications

by diplomatic services and other governmental institutions. Despite existing and potential
repercussions from the misuse of social media by those involved in foreign affairs, the author
encourages diplomats to use it effectively and strategically, as it has the potential to become an
important channel of communication with the public. Kurbalija's chapter provides a balanced
analysis of the opportunities and risks for diplomacy in the Internet era. It also indicates how
digital diplomacy can contribute to economic, social and overall development, both in Asia and
Europe, and between the two continents.
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Among initiatives implemented in the ASEM process, TEIN (Trans-Eurasia Information Network)
has made a significant contribution to increasing information exchanges and research
collaborations between Asia and Europe. The network was launched at the 3 Asia-Europe
Meeting Summit (ASEM3) in October 2000 in Seoul, Korea. It provides dedicated high-capacity
Internet connectivity for research and education communities across the two regions, with
financial support from the European Union and TEIN partners. TEIN’s primary target group is

the National Research and Education Network (NREN) that connects all major research and
educational institutions in each beneficiary country. In his chapter, Trans-Eurasia Information
Network (TEIN): Connecting Asia-Europe Through High-Speed Networks for Research and
Education, ByungKyu KIM of TEIN* Cooperation Center (TEIN*CC), which manages the current
4% project phase, introduces the project’s scope and uses case studies from a diverse range

of disciplines, including telemedicine, health and disease, earth and ocean observation,

food security, e-science, education and e-learning, e-culture, and future Internet. The author
addresses the lack of local Internet and network infrastructures in the least developed countries
as a major challenge to extending TEIN links. He stresses the need to widen cooperation with
international organisations beyond the EU, and to fund research and education Internet networks
in developing countries.

The next four chapters turn to an economic aspect of connectivity. In the Riga Declaration
adopted at the 3" ASEM Transport Ministers’ Meeting (ASEM TMM3) in April 2015 on the
Development of Euro-Asia Multimodal Transport Connectivity, ASEM leaders and experts
emphasised innovation of logistics and transport services for improving connectivity between
Asia and Europe. As an attempt to put forward ideas and insights for developing such innovative
solutions, Lauri OJALA’s chapter, Logistics Performance Index (LPI): Implications for Logistics
Connectivity of ASEM Partners, based on The World Bank’s LPI report, garners data to show
how central and significant ASEM countries are to the global logistics networks. He analyses

the factors affecting a country’s level of economic development and its logistics performance,
including not only a sound physical infrastructure and good quality services but also: economic
size; geography, e.g. landlocked or small island states; governance, e.g. managing conflict
situations or transitional periods between regimes; and consistency in country’s trade logistics
action plans. He does this by examining where ASEM partners stand across several indices
compiled by international organisations and the logistics industry. Ojala reveals that ASEM
partners, as a whole, show substantial economic, connectivity, and logistics achievements,

but there are countries at both ends of the spectrum in their level of connectedness to world
markets, container shipping networks, and logistics performance. Taking this into account, the
author concludes with policy options for areas of improvement, which can be applied to different
economic development status.
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The Belt and Road Initiative, which was proposed by the Chinese government in 2013, is

more than a modern adaptation of the Silk Road. CUI Hongjian provides a comprehensive
overview of the Initiative, which aims to increase trade, promote financial cooperation, and
construct an infrastructure network across Asia, Europe and Africa. In this chapter, The Belt

and Road Initiative and Its Impact on Asia-Europe Connectivity, the author puts the spotlight

on the main goal of the Initiative, which is to improve intra- and inter-regional cooperation,

using full connectivity as the core approach to achieving such a goal. Apart from building trade
and an infrastructure network, the Initiative set five priorities to reach full connectivity: policy
coordination; facilities connectivity; unimpeded trade; financial integration; and people-to-people
bonds. According to Cui, the Initiative has already produced several tangible results, such as:
promoting strategic bilateral and multilateral coordination with partner countries; creating
financial instruments supporting the Initiative; constructing infrastructure networks including
railways, highways, ports, electricity and pipelines, especially in Southeast Asia and Central Asia;
and establishing an economic and trade cooperation zone. The author adds further that the Belt
and Road Initiative is in line with the EU’s European Strategic Investment Plan, and that China
and its partner countries in Europe have strengthened their ties through several cooperation
frameworks. As the Initiative has a significant impact on the international community in both
economic development and governance, the author addresses the challenges and risks it faces,
including geopolitical tensions, uncertainties of sustainable investment, efficiency of participating
countries, and natural and man-made security risks. Lastly, the author encourages ASEM and
ASEF to play a more active role by getting involved in discussions around the Belt and Road
Initiative and fully utilising their platforms for promoting regional cooperation.

The next chapter focuses on energy connectivity and cooperation between Asia and Europe.
Margareth SEMBIRING explains in her chapter, Energy Security and Connectivity in Asia and
Europe, that energy trade between Asia and Europe, except for the Russian Federation, is
virtually non-existent and that this is partly the reason for the absence of energy infrastructure
connectivity between the two regions. However, ASEM partners have established some level of
soft connectivity through energy dialogues, memoranda of understanding, institutional capacity
building and other means of cooperation in various bilateral, inter-regional, and multilateral
settings. To illustrate the common energy challenges that Asia and Europe are currently

facing, the author also elaborates on global and regional projections of oil, natural gas, coal,

and renewable energy demands to 2030. The chapter introduces the EU and ASEAN, as well

as countries including China, India, Japan, Korea and Kazakhstan as key actors in energy
cooperation between Asia and Europe. These regional organisations and countries take different
approaches in policy and markets, depending on the areas in which they have common needs
and how to address their priorities. By assessing the status of the development and progress of
the connectivity framework, as set out at the 15t ASEM Ministerial Conference on Energy Security
in 2009, Sembiring recommends: organising the 2" ASEM Ministerial Conference on Energy
Security; engaging more Asian ASEM partners in energy cooperation with the EU; establishing a
policy framework to promote and commercialise Asia-Europe research outcomes; and keeping
the hard connectivity option open, while strengthening soft connectivity.
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At the closing session of the Asia-Europe Business Forum (AEBF) on 16 October 2014 in Milan,
Italy, which was held alongside the 10" ASEM Summit, Herman Van Rompuy, former President
of the European Council, stated the European Union’s support for people-to-people connectivity,
as well as physical and institutional connectivity. Oscar F. PICAZQO’s chapter, People-To-People
Tourism: Initiatives and Challenges in Enhancing Travel, with a Focus on ASEAN, pays particular
attention to this. The author begins with how the interconnection of countries in business, trade
and investment, as well as electronic networking, has enhanced people-to-people (PTP) tourism.
Likewise, the ASEAN-EU relationship has been significantly strengthened due to an increase

in trade, foreign direct investment, and tourism, and both regions share bright prospects for

an increase in tourism, particularly in the number of visits, revenues and jobs created. The
author also sets out the constraints in promoting PTP tourism in ASEAN, mainly related to visa
regulations and policies that are not standardised across the region. In order to enhance PTP
tourism, Picazo proposes, among many things: a single, common visa for ASEAN and non-
ASEAN nationals respectively; a region-wide e-visa programme; standardised educational and
professional qualifications; and more research on PTP tourism.

The International Data Corporation (IDC) estimates that 3.2 billion people will have access to the
Internet in 2016, and more than 2 billion will be using mobile devices for that purpose. In light
of this, Stephen RAE shows the relationship between online innovation and the media in his
chapter, Interesting Times: Digital Media and Interconnectivity Between Asia and Europe. He
highlights the extent of digital disruption in media, including the challenges to monetisation of
mobile content and opportunities for growth in both Asia and Europe. In this time of uncertainty,
he weighs up the power of great journalism against the ability of tech companies to capture
audiences’ attention at scale. He concludes with suggestions for areas where Asia and Europe
can foster cooperation, including; a more unified and transparent approach to infrastructure;
improved media plurality; protection of niche media outlets; greater interaction and sharing of
learnings between distribution platforms; and strengthened links media organisations across
Asia and Europe.

Modern means of transportation and the Internet have driven a significant shift in cultural
production, distribution and participation. While this has fostered cultural cooperation and
exchanges, Nina OBULJEN KORZINEK questions in her chapter, How to Promote the Diversity
of Cultural Expressions?, whether enhanced connectivity has enabled access to more diverse
cultural content. The author presents some policy and projects, at a national, regional and
international level, which attempt to tackle the unequal and unbalanced exchange of cultural
goods and services, in line with the 2005 UNESCO Convention on the Protection and Promotion
of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. She also highlights new interventions to promote diverse
cultural content. The author commends ASEM and ASEF for their endeavours to promote
diversity of cultural expressions and their encouragement for member countries to ratify the
2005 Convention, and collaboration among European and Asian countries in implementing

the Convention. She also points out their efforts to: improve data collection and the promotion
of data exchange between Europe and Asia; monitor the impact of existing policies and
instruments; develop new policies and instruments, at national and regional/international levels;
and monitor the impact of international trade and other agreements on arts and culture.
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The next two chapters discuss the connected histories of Asia and Europe. In Images of

Asian Countries in Western Societies from the 19" to the 21 Century, Sophie ROCHEFORT-
GUILLOUET helps readers understand how the relationship evolved from curiosity and anxiety

to admiration, by providing rich historical and cultural references. Beginning with the first
planisphere by Matteo Ricci, the author shows how Europeans’ knowledge of Asia mostly came
through the early cross-continental travellers who trod the silk, spice and trade roads. Eventually,
Western powers diversified their trade routes and a clearer and more accurate picture of Asia
evolved. Throughout the 19" century and into the early 20" century, the majority of the images
portraying Asia that appeared in the European media, as well as many cultural products, such as
cartoons, paintings, and literature, were negative. At the end of the 19" century, however, Europe
also developed an admiration for Asia, mainly inspired by the continent’s artistic works. As parts
of Asia achieved dramatic economic development in the late 20" century, the continent projected
another image to Europe, one that is still relevant today. The author concludes by comparing

two paintings by Belgian and Japanese painters, which show a contrast as well as a synthesis
between Western and Eastern culture.

The next chapter takes readers on a journey through the 500-year connection between Europe
and Southeast Asia. In this chapter, Connecting Through Colonisation?, Jean-Louis MARGOLIN
argues that the colonial order could be described as a co-production between Westerners and
some Asians, albeit an unequal and unsustainable one. This chapter explains that societies
played an autonomous role, and that individuals, groups, and sometimes communities, did

not necessarily act as Westerners or Asians, following instead their own interests, beliefs, and
aspirations. Deploying 12 arguments, the author contests the traditional, linear, state-based
vision of the Euro-Southeast Asian connection, and offers an alternative. The arguments include:
the fragility of the European conquests in Southeast Asia, including the slowness of the process,
governance failures and shortcomings, culminating in a swift, final crumbling of power; the twin,
inbuilt weaknesses of the colonial system which were a lack of human resources, and a dearth
of financial means; the questionable notion of an East-West divide; and the reciprocal interaction
between Asia and Europe. Elaborating on the interplay between colonisation, modernisation

and connectivity, the author suggests that, as both colonisation and decolonisation are fading
into the mists of history, especially for younger generations, a sober assessment of the results
of colonisation can now be made. He stresses a deepening of a multifaceted connectivity as a
positive aspect of colonial times.
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The final two chapters focus on academic mobility and open education which contribute

to enhancing connectivity between Asia and Europe. In her chapter, Academic Mobility for
Enhancing Asia-Europe Connectivity: Why and How?, Que Anh DANG asserts that education
policy-making is a value-laden process. The author emphasises that policies for academic
mobility should be devised in such a way that promotes the core values, namely democratic
equality, social mobility and social efficiency. Dang provides a brief historical account of Asia-
Europe academic exchange, analyses the current policies of the ASEM Education Process,

and identifies the challenges to academic mobility, such as motivation, funding, academic
standards, language, recognition of foreign qualifications, social and cultural barriers,
immigration regulations, tenure contracts of mobile staff, and the brain drain. She convincingly
argues that ‘brain circulation’ is a more relevant concept, where mobile populations offer a
richer contribution to the social, cultural and economic development of the multiple countries
with which they identify. The chapter concludes with recommendations which include: making
regulations to encourage universities to create joint programmes with short-term mobility; giving
extra support and mobility opportunities to teacher education students and researchers in those
subject areas that require a high level of technology and a big investment in research facilities;
offering more mobility opportunities to students in the Technical and Vocational Education

and Training (TVET) sector; and integrating technology into educational delivery methods and
increasing access, e.g. Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs).

The last chapter, Towards an Open Education Area Between Asia and Europe, explores how
ASEM can promote sharing of open educational resources (OER) and academic collaboration

at policy, organisational and individual levels. Jan M. PAWLOWSKI and Juvy Lizette M.
GERVACIO begin by defining open education and OER, setting out the different resources and
forms of collaborations available, and describing several learning object repositories available

in Europe and Asia. The authors present detailed recommendations to address the barriers

to open education and cross-border collaboration, through the creation of a common open
education area between Asia and Europe. For ASEM partners, they call for the provision of
governmental support; the development of strategies that include a commitment to resources
and incentives; and the broadening of current bi-lateral and multi-lateral relations. They also
recommend encouraging the open licensing of educational materials that are produced with
public funds; developing an adaptation of OER in a range of languages and cultural contexts; and
promoting research on OER. Finally, Pawlowski and Gervacio encourage researchers, educators,
and students to: participate in various conferences and training programmes to share their
experiences of using OER; make use of research findings of OER; and build networks with those
who have similar requirements and needs. They suggest they should also develop tools to adapt
OER to different contexts, such as making them available in different languages; and develop a
pool of OER experts to provide capacity building to organisations and individuals.
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1.1. Are We That Globally Connected?
Lessons from the Many Connectivity Indices

Yvonne GUO, Thierry SCHWARZ

Abstract

* What happened to globalisation and why has it been replaced by connectivity?

¢ Which are the most connected countries in Asia and Europe?

¢ What do we actually measure when we measure connectivity?

¢ Why, in most connectivity indices, do small and rich countries look better connected than
larger ones?

* |s the progress towards more connectivity an inexorable trend?

¢ Are higher levels of connectivity necessarily contributing to the well-being of the world?

¢ And what if we could develop a Sustainable Connectivity Index for Asia and Europe?

Those are some of the questions addressed by this paper.
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1. Measuring Connectivity

1. Connectivity vs. globalisation

Connectivity has become the new buzzword in international meetings. ASEM, APEC, ASEAN, the
G20, and the EU have all placed connectivity on their agenda, if not on the top of it. The Chair’s
statement at the 10" ASEM Summit in Milan (2014)* mentioned “connectivity” nine times.
Connectivity was also the main topic of the 12" ASEM Foreign Ministers Meeting that took place
in November 2015 in Luxembourg.

APEC developed a Connectivity Blueprint for 2015-2025 whose main aspiration is “to reach a
seamlessly and comprehensively connected and integrated Asia-Pacific through the pillars of
Physical Connectivity, Institutional Connectivity and People-to-People Connectivity”.> Moreover,
ASEAN has its Master Plan on Connectivity®, while the EU has its own digital plan and all kinds
of projects to connect the EU to the rest of the world. And the revival of the Silk Road by Chinese
authorities is marketed as the ultimate connectivity project linking Asia to Europe.

But what has happened to the previous buzzword: globalisation? Now connectivity is in, and
globalisation is out. Why has connectivity replaced globalisation? The reason is simple: while
connectivity is a technical, value-neutral term, globalisation, for its critics, has become a
politically-loaded, ideological concept associated with the ills of the liberal paradigm. While
connectivity is about pipes, grids, networks, infrastructure and equipment, and does not dictate
what is circulating between connected countries, globalisation is as much about values, culture
and identity as about the intensity of connections.

1 “Responsible Partnership for Sustainable Growth and Security, 10" ASEM Summit (ASEM10), Final Chair’s Statement.”
ASEM InfoBoard, 17 October, 2014. http://www.aseminfoboard.org/sites/default/files/documents/2014_-_ASEM10_-_
Chair_Statement.pdf.

2 “APEC Connectivity Blueprint for 2015-2025.” Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation. http://www.apec.org/Meeting-Papers/
Leaders-Declarations/2014/2014_aelm/2014_aelm_annexd.aspx.

3 “Master Plan on ASEAN Connectivity.” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Thailand, 24 October 2009. http://
www.mfa.go.th/asean/contents/files/asean-media-center-20121203-182010-779067.pdf.
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CONNECTIVITY: 