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INTRODUCTION

 We investigate the role of individualism in influencing economic choices by 

revisiting three published meta-analyses of experimental evidence

 The three meta-studies are selected on the basis of contrasting existing

hypotheses about the role of individualism

We re-analyze the data by linking country-level cultural indicators to the 

experimental outcome:

1. Risk aversion (Filippin & Crosetto, 2016)

2. Tax compliance (Alm & Malézieux, 2021)

3. Prosocial behavior (Bilén, Dreber, & Johannesson, 2021) 
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INTRODUCTION

Twofold contribution:

1. Three literatures (risk-taking, tax compliance, and prosocial behavior), each

hosting contradictory theories about the role of individualism as a determinant

2. Robustness check of the gender-related results of the three selected meta-

studies

Added value:

a. Addressing new research questions not posed by the included studies

b. Settling controversies that arise from conflicting claims
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METHODOLOGY

 The measurement of culture has mainly relied on survey questions (problem: 

reverse causality) and experiments (problem: external validity). To mitigate both

problems, we use country-level indicators in the context of meta-analysis

of experimental evidence

Challenges when using country-level indicators:

 Persistence of culture and speed of cultural change

 Disentangling the effect of culture from other confounding factors

 Within-country variation in cultural values and the issue of ecological fallacy
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METHODOLOGY

Common features of the three selected meta-studies:
 Systematic meta-analyses of experimental evidence

 Combination of individual participant data

 Meta-regressions are performed to account for between-study heterogeneity

 Cultural diversity is not investigated

Same modus operandi across meta-reanalyses:
1. We obtain the original datasets

2. We code seven country-level cultural indicators and two country-level proxies of economic
development as additional regressors:

3. We re-analyze the data
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- Individualism-collectivism (Hofstede, 2001)
- Power distance (Hofstede, 2001)

- Uncertainty avoidance (Hofstede, 2001)

- Masculinity-femininity (Hofstede, 2001)

- Long-term orientation (Hofstede, 2001)

- Indulgence-restraint (Hofstede, 2001)

- Ethno-linguistic-religious fractionalization (Alesina et al., 2003)

- Ease of doing business (World Bank)

- GDP per capita  (World Bank)



META-REANALYSES: CULTURE & RISK AVERSION

«A reconsideration of gender differences in risk attitudes» by Filippin & Crosetto 

(2016, Management Science)

 Meta-analysis of Multiple Price Lists (MPLs) à la Holt & Laury (2002)

 Dependent variable of meta-regressions:     Number of safe choices (from 0 to 9)

Hypotheses linking individualism to risk attitude:

1. Cushion hypothesis: collectivist countries  more risk-seeking

relatively more extended social network can cushion people financially in case of unfavorable events

2. Tough guy hypothesis:                individualist countries  more risk-seeking

they reward people for personal success and accordingly lead them to take relatively more risks
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META-REANALYSES: CULTURE & RISK AVERSION
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 Result 1A: The included studies 

divide fairly evenly between those that

find a positive relationship between

individualism and risk aversion, and 

those that provide opposite findings

 Result 1B: The original evidence for 

gender differences in risk attitude

remains solid after the meta-reanalysis

*** p-value < 0.01;  ** p-value < 0.05;   *p-value < 0.10



META-REANALYSES: CULTURE & TAX COMPLIANCE

«40 years of tax evasion games: A meta-analysis» by Alm & Malézieux (2021, 

Experimental Economics)

 Meta-analysis of Tax Evasion Games (TEGs) à la Friedland et al. (1978)

 Dependent variable of meta-regressions:     Compliance rate   (from 0 to 1)
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Hypotheses linking individualism to tax compliance:

1. individualist countries  more compliant
collectivist societies’ concern for the in-group can override written

laws

2. individualist countries  less compliant

individualism causes the erosion of moral codes

(institutional anomie theory)



CASE STUDIES: CULTURE & TAX COMPLIANCE
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 Result 2A: The included studies 

divide fairly evenly between those that

find a positive relationship between

individualism and tax compliance, and 

those that provide opposite findings

 Result 2B: The original evidence for 

gender differences in tax compliance 

remains solid after the meta-reanalysis

*** p-value < 0.01;  ** p-value < 0.05;   *p-value < 0.10



CASE STUDIES: CULTURE & PROSOCIAL BEHAVIOR

«Are women more generous than men? A meta-analysis» by Bilén, Dreber & 

Johannesson (2021, Journal of the Economic Science Association)

 Meta-analysis of Dictator Games (DGs) à la Forsythe et al. (1994)

 Dependent variable of meta-regressions:     Share donated (from 0 to 1)
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Hypotheses linking individualism to prosocial behavior:

1. individualist countries  less prosocial
individualism is associated with the pursuit of self-interest rather

than group interest

2. individualist countries  more prosocial

especially in individualist countries, individuals behave in a 

prosocial manner because it serves their own purposes

(warm-glow giving)



CASE STUDIES: CULTURE & PROSOCIAL BEHAVIOR
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*** p-value < 0.01;  ** p-value < 0.05;   *p-value < 0.10

 Result 3A: The included studies 

divide fairly evenly between those that

find a positive relationship between

individualism and prosocial behavior, 

and those that provide opposite 

findings

 Result 3B: The original evidence for 

gender differences in prosociality

remains solid after the meta-reanalysis



CONCLUSIONS

In all three cases:

1. The impact of individualism on economic choices appears to be context-

dependent and cannot be generalized across the literature

2. The gender-related results remain unchanged after our re-analyses

We call for further primary research on cross-cultural differences (especially, 

in non-WEIRD countries) and more multilab replication studies
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